Intraocular and plasma kinetics of tenoxicam in rabbits.
Non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAID) represent potentially useful agents in the treatment of a number of ocular pathologies, but their intraocular penetration and distribution have not yet been reported. With the aim of clarifying this point, we evaluated the concentrations of the well known NSAID, tenoxicam, in the aqueous and vitreous humors of rabbits treated i.m. with the drug (7 mg/kg). The tenoxicam kinetics in these ocular fluids followed that in plasma with the time-to-peak shifted to higher values in the vitreous (1 h) as compared to that in the aqueous and plasma (40 min). AUC was also higher in the vitreous (10.4 micrograms.h/ml) than in the aqueous humor (2.8 micrograms.h/ml).